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Abstract—The knowledge of channel state information (CSI)
is crucial for improving the performance of cooperative commu-
nication systems. In multiuser two-hop relay systems, the global
CSI between a relay and multiple source-and-destination nodes
can be estimated at the relay, and the local CSI between each
node and the relay can be estimated at each node. In this paper,
we analyze the spectral efficiency of multicarrier code-division
multiple-access (MC-CDMA) two-hop relay systems, either with
global CSI only at the relay or with local CSI only at every node.
We resort to asymptotical analysis with random-matrix theory to
derive the average spectral efficiency of decode-and-forward (DF)
and amplify-and-forward (AF) two-hop relay systems. We then an-
alyze the impact of spreading sequences, fading channel statistics,
and low-complexity transceivers. Analytical and simulation results
show that when an orthogonal spreading sequence is used, the
relay system with local CSI only at every node is spectrally more
efficient than that with global CSI only at the relay. Moreover, an
artificially constructed one-tap spreading sequence can achieve a
good tradeoff between the performance and the complexity.

Index Terms—Global channel state information (CSI) at the
relay, local CSI at each source or destination node, multicarrier
code-division multiple access (MC-CDMA), spectral efficiency,
two-hop relay.

I. INTRODUCTION

OOPERATIVE transmission has attracted significant re-

search interests in decades, owing to its potential to
enhance reliability, coverage, and capacity of wireless systems
[1]-[4]. In cooperative communication systems, sharing one
relay among multiple source—destination pairs is a cost-efficient
way to improve spectral efficiency [2]—[5]. In a multiple-access
channel (MAC) phase, the relay receives signals from multiple
source nodes. Then, in a broadcast channel (BC) phase, the
relay forwards the signals to multiple destination nodes. Such
a multiuser two-hop relay system is a building block of various
complex relay networks [6], [7].
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The performance of relay systems largely depends on the
knowledge of channel state information (CSI), and differ-
ent CSI at each node induces different training overhead. In
practice, to assist a relay to estimate the global CSI, i.e.,
all channel coefficients in both source-relay (S-R) links and
relay—destination (R-D) links, multiple source and destination
nodes need to send mutually orthogonal training symbols.
Then, the relay can estimate all the channels from these nodes
to itself and obtain the channels from itself to the nodes by
exploiting channel reciprocity in time-division duplex (TDD)
systems. To assist each source node and each destination node
to acquire the local CSI, i.e., the channel coefficients from each
source to the relay and those from the relay to each destination,
the relay only needs to broadcast one training symbol to the
nodes. In a two-hop relay system with K pairs of users, to
provide the global CSI for the relay, 2K training symbols
are required in total, whereas to provide the local CSI for
every source and destination nodes, only one training symbol
is necessary.

When the global CSI is available at both the relay and all
nodes,! a jointly optimized S—R-D transceiver provides the
best performance in single-user two-hop relay systems [8], [9].
In the multiuser setting, however, due to the large overhead
for acquiring the CSI and the high complexity for iteratively
computing the transmit and receive vectors at the relay and
all nodes [5], [10], such a joint optimization is not desirable
for practical systems. This calls for a decoupled transceiver
design, which has low overhead and low complexity but with
acceptable performance loss.

In this paper, we study TDD multicarrier code-division
multiple-access (MC-CDMA) two-hop relay systems. MC-
CDMA is able to employ low-complexity frequency-domain
transceiver for broad-band systems, which achieves a good
tradeoff between reliability and capacity [11]. Specifically, we
investigate the performance of the relay systems with different
kinds of channel knowledge when decoupled linear transceivers
are employed at the relay and each node, which is of practical
interest.

We first consider a system where the relay has the global
CSI, but the source and destination nodes have no channel
information. In the MAC phase, the relay can apply a detector
to cancel the multiuser interference (MUI) from multiple source

!To differentiate the relay systems with various kinds of channel information,
we do not call the relay a node in this paper.
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nodes [12]-[14], whereas the source nodes can transmit the
signals simply by spreading the signals. In the BC phase,
the relay can employ a precoder to avoid the interference
to different destination nodes, and each destination node can
obtain its desired symbol only by despreading the signal. We
then consider a system where the local CSI is available at
every source node and every destination node, but the relay has
no channel knowledge. In this scenario, each source node can
individually exploit the CSI for computing its precoder to avoid
the MUI, and each destination node can employ a channel-
dependent detector to cancel the MUI. The relay needs to do
nothing more than despreading during reception and spreading
during transmission. One may expect that a multiuser two-
hop relay system where only the relay has the global CSI
outperforms a system where only every node has its local CSI.
However, it remains unclear what kind of CSI can provide
higher spectral efficiency.

To answer this question, we compare the average spectral
efficiency of the MC-CDMA two-hop relay systems with only
global CSI at the relay and only local CSI at every node. We
then analyze the impact of spreading sequences and channel
statistics on the spectral efficiency. Both analytical and simula-
tion results show that, in Nakagami-m fading channels, when
random spreading sequence is used, the system with the global
CSI is spectrally more efficient than the system with the local
CSI. When orthogonal spreading sequence is employed, the
conclusion is just the opposite. We also analyze the impact of a
low-complexity transceiver at each node on the average spectral
efficiency.

The remainder of this paper is organized as follows. In
Section II, we introduce the signal model and the transmission
scheme. We analyze the spectral efficiency of the relay systems
with only global CSI at the relay and only local CSI at every
node in Sections III and IV, respectively, and compare their
performance in Section V. Simulation results are provided in
Section VI, and conclusions are drawn in Section VII.

Notations: Bold uppercase and lowercase variables are used
to denote matrices and vectors, respectively. Conjugation, trans-
pose, Hermitian transpose, and expectation are represented by
(), ()T, (), and E{-}, respectively. The trace of a square
matrix is denoted as tr{-}, the diagonal matrix is denoted as
diag{---}, and the norm of vector x is denoted as || =

H

' xT.

II. SYSTEM DESCRIPTION
A. System Models

We consider a MC-CDMA two-hop relay system with A
subcarriers, as shown in Fig. 1, where the transmissions from
sources Si,...,Sk to destinations Dq,..., Dk are assisted
by a half-duplex relay R. The load factor is S = K/M.
In the figure, Hs, = diag{HS,...,HS"}, and Hp, =

diag{Hgk), s ngj)}, whose diagonal elements denote the
frequency-domain channel responses from source Sj to the
relay and those from the relay to destination Dy, respectively.
In the following, when both Hg,,...,Hs, and
Hp,,...,Hp, areavailable at the relay but all the nodes have
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Fig. 1. Multiuser two-hop cooperative network with K source—destination
pairs assisted by a single relay.

no channel information, we say that this system has global CSI
at the relay. When H g, is available at source Sy and Hp, is
known at destination Dy, (k = 1,..., K) but the relay has no
channel information, we say that this relay system has local
CSI at every node.

In the MAC phase, source Sy uses an M -length frequency-
domain transmit vector wg, to convey its symbol dj. The
transmit symbols di,...,dx are assumed independent and
identically distributed (i.i.d.) random variables satisfying
E{dy} =0 and E{|d;|*} = 1. The frequency-domain signal
received at relay R is

K

Yg = Z Vas, Hs, ws, di +ng (D

k=1

where as, = Ps/ wgk wg, 1s an amplification factor that meets
the transmit power constraint of the kth source, Ps is the
maximal transmit power per symbol at the source, ng is an
M-length zero-mean Gaussian noise vector with covariance
matrix E{nnnf{ = O’%I M, and J% is the noise variance at
the relay.

In the BC phase, the transmit signal of the relay depends
on the forwarding strategies. We consider the two most pop-
ular strategies: decode-and-forward (DF) and amplify-and-
forward (AF).

When employing DF, the relay first uses a receive vector
wrgy, to estimate the kth symbol as

K
5 H H H
dr, = W, Yg = E Vas,wrp, Hs, ws, di +wp, ng

k=1
@)

then decodes the kth symbol dg, from dARk Next, the relay
employs transmit vector wg,, to forward dg, to the kth
destination. The signal to be forwarded at the relay can be
expressed as

K
DF _ /DF
TR = E agR, Wre,dr,, 3)
k=1
DF

where aR” = Pr/wf, wry, is an amplification factor that
meets the transmit power constraint, and Pr is the maximal
transmit power per symbol at the relay.

When employing AF, the relay uses a linear transceiver wg,,
to directly forward the received signal. The analysis in [12]
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indicates that the transceiver at the AF relay can be decou-
pled into a linear detector in the MAC phase and a linear
precoder in the BC phase with no performance loss, i.e., wg, =
thk_wgrk. As aresult, the forwarded signal becomes

K

AF _ AF H
TR = E agR, WR, Wry YR 4)
k=1

where af” = Pr/tr{wr, wh, E{yryp jwh, wry, } is an

amplification factor that meets the transmit power constraint at
the relay.

The frequency-domain signal received at the kth destina-
tion is

yp, = Hp, &g + np, (%)

where np, is an M-length zero-mean Gaussian noise vector
. . . H _ 2 2 .
with covariance matrix E{np, np, } = 05l and o7 is the
noise variance at the destination.
Finally, destination Dy, employs receive vector wp, to esti-
mate its desired symbol, i.e.,

7 a0 H o H T H
de = 'LUery'Dk = kaH'ka’R + kan’Dk. (6)

B. Spectral Efficiency

For the DF relay, the performance is limited by the worse link
in the two phases [1]; thus, the spectral efficiency is

K
1 .
SEPF — i Y “log (1 +min{ymac,,18c,}) (D)
k=1

where the factor 1/2 comes from the fact that the transmis-
sion consists of two hops, ymac, and ypc, are the signal-
to-interference-plus-noise ratio (SINR) in the MAC and BC
phases, respectively.

For the AF relay, a key step for deriving the spectral effi-
ciency is to derive the end-to-end SINR in the S-R-D link.
Although we can obtain the exact SINR expression following
a similar way as in [12], it is too complicated to gain useful
insight and analyze further. Instead, we introduce an approxi-
mation to simplify the expression and validate the results via
simulations later.

It has been shown that, in additive white Gaussian noise
(AWGN) channel, the end-to-end SNR is a function of the
SNRs in the MAC and BC phases [1]. In this paper, the residual
interference plus noise at the outputs of the linear receivers
at the relay and destination can be approximated as Gaussian
random variables that are independent of each other. Applying
the Gaussian approximation, the end-to-end SINR of the AF
relay can be approximated as a function of the SINRs in the two
phases as in [1], i.e., Vi = Ymac, VBC, /(ac, + VB, + 1).
Therefore, the spectral efficiency of the AF relay can be approx-
imated as

YMAC; YBCy ) ®)
YMAC, + YBC, + 1

K
1
SEAF &~ — > "log (1 +
2M
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III. GLOBAL CHANNEL INFORMATION AT THE RELAY

Here, we first investigate the average spectral efficiency of
the relay system with global CSI at the relay.

Without any CSI, source Sy, and destination Dy, can simply
employ spreading sequence cj, to transmit and receive the de-
sired symbol dj, i.e., ws, = ¢ and wp, = cj. For simplicity,
we assume cl ey, = 1.

With global CSI, relay R can employ an optimal multiuser
transceiver. In [12], an egocentric—altruistic (E—-A) optimization
was investigated for relay systems. It yields a maximal SINR
(Max-SINR) detector in the MAC phase and a maximal signal-
to-leakage-plus-noise ratio (Max-SLNR) precoder in the BC
phase for the relay. Such a transceiver is equivalent to a lin-
ear optimal transceiver obtained from minimum-mean-square-
error criterion. For analytical tractability, we employ the E-A
optimization to design wg,, and wgy, . From [12], we have

K 9 -1
g
<Z Hg,cicll HE + PRIM> Hs c; 9)

WRry, =
i=1 S
K 2 -1

wry, = | Y Hp.cie] Hf + oolu | Hpcio (10)
i=1 R

By substituting wgs, = ¢ and (9) into (2), the SINR of the
kth symbol in the MAC phase is obtained as

Ps/o%

—1
_ _ -1
6kH (HgnHSR + U%/PSIK) €y

(1)

G _
TMAC, =

where Hsp = [Hs, ¢y, ..., Hs, ck] € CM*K is the equiva-
lent channel matrix in the MAC phase seen at the relay, and ey,
is a basis vector, whose kth entry is 1, and all the other entries
are 0.

Similarly, substituting wp, = ¢, and (10) into (6), we can
obtain the SINR of the kth symbol in the BC phase. However,
the obtained SINR expression is too complicated to analyze.
Based on the duality between the transmitter and the receiver
optimization, as shown in [15], the SINR achieved by precoder
wry, in the R-D link can be approximated as the SINR
achieved by detector wr,., = 'wf,‘ztk in the D-R link. Therefore,
the SINR in the BC phase can be approximated as

Pr /0%

-1
_ _ -1
ekH (HgRHDR+U%/PRIK) €L

e, & (12)

where Hpr = [Hp, ¢y, ..., Hp, cx] € CM*K s the equiv-

alent channel matrix in the BC phase seen at the relay.

By substituting (11) and (12) into (7) and (8), we can obtain
the instantaneous spectral efficiency of the DF and AF systems,
respectively. With the probability density function (pdf) of
fading channels, we can derive the average spectral efficiency.
However, the study in [16] indicates that when the number
of user pairs K > 2, it is intractable to derive a closed-form
expression of the average spectral efficiency.

Fortunately, as K, M — oo with K/M — /3, we can derive
a closed-form expression for asymptotic spectral efficiency by
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using random-matrix theory. Moreover, the asymptotic spec-
tral efficiency converges in mean square to the average spectral
efficiency. As will be shown later, the asymptotic spectral
efficiency is quite close to the average spectral efficiency even
with finite K and M. In the sequel, we will investigate the
asymptotic spectral efficiency.

In random-matrix theory [17], n-transform is an important
tool for asymptotic analysis, whose definition is shown as
follows for readers’ convenience.

Definition 1: The n-transform of a nonnegative definite ran-
dom matrix V' is

nv(z) éE{l—kla:)\V} =

where \y is the eigenvalue of V, fy/ () is the pdf of Ay, and
x is a nonnegative real number.

From (11), it is not hard to derive the asymptotic SINR in the
MAC phase as follows:

fv(t) dt

1
I+t (13)

Tiac, = lim Ps/or -1
ko -1
Koo el (HSRHSR + JR/PSIK> e
1
= [%im —5 1
o ltr{(Pg/a%fIgRI:ISR +IK) }
=Ngn g, (Ps/o%) = (14)

To simplify the analysis, we assume that the channel coef-
ficient at each subcarrier is a zero-mean random variable with
unit variance, and the channel coefficients among the subcarri-
ers are independent of each other. We will show in simulations
later that the obtained conclusion is still valid when adjacent
subcarriers are correlated. Furthermore, we assume that the
channels among multiple users are mutually independent. As
a result, no matter what kind of spreading sequences are used,
all the elements of the equivalent channel matrix Hgsp are
i.i.d. random variables. Since the frequency-domain channel
response é;n) is zero mean and with unit variance and the
spreading sequence satisfies ckH ci = 1, the elements of Hgr
are zero mean and with variance 1/M. Then, according to the
Marcenko-Pastur law [17], as K, M — oo with K/M — f3,
the empirical distribution of the eigenvalues of equivalent chan-
nel correlation matrix H gRﬂ sk converges with a probability
of 1 to a distribution whose 7n-transform satisfies

_,_F@p)

NE e () P (15)

where

F(x <\/1+33 (1++/2)2 \/l—l—a:]— >

By substituting (15) into (14), the asymptotic SINR can be

derived as
7 (559

e Ps

l
IMAC, = g 7 (16)
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The analysis in [17] shows that, for large-scale systems,
where K, M — oo, the interference power from user % to user
k equals to the leakage power from user k to user 7. Conse-
quently, the SLNR equals to the SINR. This implies that, in the
asymptotic region, the relay transceiver consisting of the Max-
SLNR precoder and the Max-SINR detector achieves the same
performance as an optimal relay transceiver designed under the
Max-SINR criterion.

It is not difficult to show that the right-hand side of (12)
is the exact SLNR expression in the BC phase. Based on the
equivalency between the SINR and the SLNR in the asymptotic
region, the asymptotic SINR in the BC phase can be derived as

_a Pr 1 Pr
_ 7‘7 _ .
'YBCk (T% 1 <O’% 76)

By substituting (16) and (17) into (7) and (8), respectively,
we can obtain the asymptotic spectral efficiency of the DF and
AF relay systems with global CSI at the relay. It shows that
the asymptotic performance depends on the SNRs Ps /0% and
Pr/ 0’%, as well as the asymptotic load factor (3, but does not
depend on the characteristics of the spreading sequences and
fading channels.

7)

IV. LocAL CHANNEL INFORMATION AT SOURCES
AND DESTINATIONS

When all the source and destination nodes have the local CSI,
they can design the channel-dependent precoders and detectors.
With no CSI, the relay employs a spreading sequence to receive
and forward the kth symbol, i.e., wg,, = ¢ and wr, = cj.

For a fair comparison, the same criteria are considered here
as we optimize the relay transceiver for the system with global
CSI at the relay. The Max-SLNR precoder at the source is
obtained as

-1
ws (Z HYcicl'Hs, +PIM> Hic, (18)

i=1

and the Max-SINR detector at the destination is

K 9 -1
- <Z HY el Hp, + ;DIM> HY . (19
- R

By substituting (19) into (6), the SINR in the BC phase is
derived as

PR/0'2
Voo, = R — 1 (0
A (C ADkC +UD/PRIK) e
where C = [c1,...,ck]| is the spreading sequence matrix,

Ap, = Hp HE = diag{|H\|%,...,[H" 2}, whose di-
agonal elements denote the channel power values of the M
subcarriers in the link from relay R to destination Dy,.

The SINR in the MAC phase can be similarly obtained
by substituting (18) into (2), which is, unfortunately, too
complicated to analyze. Again, using the duality between the
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transmitter and the receiver optimization [15], the SINR can be
approximated as

Ps/o%

—1
ekH (CHASkC + U%/Pg[[()il e

(21)

L ~
TMAC, ~

where Asg, :Hnggc :diag{|H§i)|2,...7\Héiw)|2},
whose diagonal elements denote the channel power values in
the link from source Sy, to relay R.

It is not hard to derive the asymptotic SINR in the MAC
phase as follows:

1
_L T .
TMAC, = 1}1—% ) o 1 1
?tr (TSC AgkC—&—IK)
IR
1
- 1. (22)

NcHas,C (Ps/o%)

In addition, owing to the fact that tr{ AB} = tr{ BA}, the
asymptotic SINR in (22) can be rewritten as

1
_L T .
MAC, = I%I_,H;o ] P A COT AT N ok 1
= br o2 Asi + M) -5

s
- 1
Nas,ccon (Ps/og) + B —1

(23)

When the entries of M x K spreading sequence matrix C
are i.i.d. complex random variables with zero mean and vari-
ance 1/M, wecall ¢y, ..., ck as random spreading sequences.
In this case, if the equivalent channel correlation matrix Ag,
is a Hermitian random matrix independent of C, it is shown in
[17, Th. 2.42] that, as K, M — oo with K/M — (3, the empiri-
cal distribution of the eigenvalues of As, CC H converges with
a probability of 1 to a distribution whose 7)-transform satisfies

Nas,con(@) =nas, (2 (1as,con@+5-1)) @4

where 1)a g, is the 7-transform of Ag, .

When C'is a random matrix uniformly distributed over the
manifold of M x K complex matrices such that CHC = I,
we call ¢, ..., cx as orthogonal spreading sequences. In this
case, if Ag, is still the random matrix independent of C, it
is shown in [17, Ex. 2.51] that, as K, M — oo with K/M —
/3, the empirical distribution of the eigenvalues of Ag, CC™
converges with a probability of 1 to a distribution whose
n-transform satisfies

H —1
Nas, ccH () + 5 > 25)

Nas ccn (T) =na x
" o ( Nas, oo (T)

From (23), the n-transform of Ag, CC* can also be ex-
pressed as a function of the asymptotic SINR, i.e.,

Ps B
— | =———-06+1. 26
Nas, ccH (0723) o ¥ B (26)
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By substituting (26) into (24) and after some regular ma-
nipulations, the asymptotic SINR with the random spreading
sequence can be shown to satisfy the following:

~ L—Rand
WGy (B B )y
Tiac,* + 1  \ R A + 1

Similarly, substituting (26) into (25), the asymptotic SINR
with the orthogonal spreading sequence can be shown as a
solution of the following:

—L—Orth
5 TMAC, A Ps B
Triagy ™+ 1 S\ 02 (1 - B + 1

(28)
Equations (27) and (28) can be expressed in a unified form as

TAC, Ps B
where ¢ = 1 denotes the SINR using the random spreading
sequence, and ¢ = 1 — 3 represents the SINR using the orthog-
onal spreading sequence.

From (29), we can see that using different spreading se-
quences leads to different asymptotic SINR for the relay system
with local CSI at every node. Moreover, as will be shown
soon, the asymptotic SINR depends on the statistics of fading
channels as well. These results are very different from those
for the system with global CSI at the relay, which is immune
to these factors. In the following, we will further study the
impact of the spreading sequences and fading channels by
taking the SINR in the MAC phase as an example. We will also
analyze the impact of the low-complexity transceiver, which is
of practical importance.

A. Impact of Spreading Sequences

It is hard to analyze the impact of the spreading sequences by
directly comparing (27) and (28) because they are not closed-
form expressions of the SINR. In the following, we simplify the
SINR expressions by introducing approximations.

To obtain accurate approximations for different SNR lev-
els, we first analyze how the SINR varies with the SNR. In
Appendix A, we know that 03{j¢, /O(Ps/o%) > 0. This
shows that the asymptotic SINR is an increasing function of the
SNR Ps/c%. Then, at a high SNR level, we can approximate
& Ac, T 1= o Ac,» VB < 1. Applying the approximation to
(27) and (28), the SINR using the random spreading sequence
can be expressed as

~L—-Rand & 6

gl o~ — VB < 1
MACK 0'123 PAs, (1 - 6)

(30)

while that using the orthogonal spreading sequence becomes

,—YLfOrth ~ & IB
MACE T 0% (1= Blpas, (1-6)

VB <1 (31)

where g, (2) is the inverse function of 7a, (2).
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Dividing (31) by (30), we have

Niacy _ 1
k- — Ve < 1.
Niac " 178

(32)

It reflects the SINR gain of the orthogonal spreading sequence
over the random spreading sequence.

We can see from (32) that in the high SNR region, the SINR
gain depends on the asymptotic load factor but is independent
of the characteristic of fading channels. When 3 (0 < 5 < 1)
increases, the SINR gain monotonously increases. This sug-
gests that when the local CSI is available for every source and
destination node and the system is underloaded, the advantage
of the orthogonal spreading sequence over the random spread-
ing sequence becomes increasingly noticeable as 3 grows. For
any fading channel, the SINR gain never vanishes and always
remains a constant.

B. Impact of Fading Channels

Now, we analyze the impact of fading channels.

Theorem 1: Consider two fading channels A and B. Let
Na,(x) and na , (x) denote the n-transform of their channel
correlation matrices A% and A%, and 54 and 75 be the asymp-
totic SINRs of the relay system with local CSI at every node in
channels A and B, respectively. When na , () > na, (), we
have % < 4%.

Proof: See Appendix B. |

Theorem 1 suggests that the asymptotic SINR of the relay
system with local CSI at every node monotonically decreases
with the n-transform of channel power response. This result is
useful for comparing the asymptotic SINRs in different fading
channels, with which the closed-form expressions of the SINRs
are no longer necessary.

Remark 1: According to Jensen’s inequality, from (13), we
can derive the lower bound of the n-transform, i.e.,

=1/(1 +2).
(33)

() =E 1 N 1
T)=
1) [+adag, [~ 1+aE{Aag )

Hence, we know that the maximal SINR is achieved when
nas, = 1/(1+ ). In the AWGN channel, we have Ag, = I
and nag, (z) = 1/(1 + ). Therefore, we can conclude that, in
the AWGN channel, the relay system with local CSI at every

node can achieve the maximal SINR.

—L—Rand —L—Orth

Corollary 1: The upper bounds of Y3155, and Yyja ¢, are,
respectively, as follows:
P, 1 P,
~L—Rand S S
TMAC, < % - Z‘F (072376> (34)
P
~L—Orth S
M AC;: < %. (35)
Proof: See Appendix C. |

Corollary 2: In Nakagami-m fading channels, the asymp-
totic SINR of the relay system with local CSI at each every
node is an increasing function of m.
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Fig. 2. Comparison of n-transform functions. p(z, m) is obtained from (37),
which is na g (z) in Nakagami-m fading channels. ¢(z) is obtained from

(50).

According to Theorem 1, we can analyze the monotonicity
of the asymptotic SINR with m by comparing the values of
Nas, (z) in Nakagami-m fading channels with different m.
To derive 11a, (), we need the pdf of Ag, in Nakagami-m
channels, which is [18]

m—1

exp(—max) (36)

fA.sk (z) = mx

where I'(x) £ Jo~ e "x" 1dt is the gamma function.

By substituting (36) into (13) and applying [19, eq.
(3.382.4)], we obtain
(37

NAas, (CL‘) =P (CL’, m)

where
p(z,m) 2 (@)mexp (@> r (1 —m, E)
x x x

and F(a,m)éfioeﬂxafldt is the incomplete gamma
function.

In Fig. 2, we plot p(x, m) with different m. It is shown that
for an arbitrary =, when m increases, the value of p(x,m)
monotonically decreases. From Theorem 1, we know that the
asymptotic SINR is an increasing function of m.

The Nakagami-m fading channel is able to reflect
different communication environments by using different
values of parameter m. For instance, it becomes a
Rayleigh fading channel when m =1 and converges
to an AWGN channel when m — oo [20]. As m
increases, the amount of fading of the Nakagami-m
channels reduces, i.e., the fluctuation of channel power
reduces. Therefore, Corollary 2 indicates that a less fluctuated
channel attributes to a higher SINR.

C. Impact of The Low-Complexity Transceiver

With only global CSI at the relay, the precoder at each source
and the detector at each destination have low complexity, but
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the transceiver at the relay is complicated. From (9) and (10),
we can see that the complexity of the relay is on the order of
O(M?3) due to an inversion operation of an M x M matrix.
In contrast, only with local CSI at every node, the transceiver
of the relay becomes simple, but the precoder at each source
and the detector at each destination become complicated, which
are on the order of O(M?), as shown in (18) and (19). In
practice, the processing abilities of the source and destination
nodes are usually limited, which impose strict requirement on
their complexity. Fortunately, it has been shown in [21] that
the complexity of the source and destination nodes could be
reduced by judiciously selecting spreading sequences. To see
this, we take the precoder at the source as an example.

Let us construct the M x K spreading sequence matrix C
by a K x K unitary matrix U and an M x K matrix P, i.e.,

C =PU. (38)

Then, the transmit vector of source Sy can be expressed as
-1
ws, = (HgCCHHSk + g%/PSIM) chk
:chC (CHAS,CC + O'%/PSIK)71 €L
! Uek

=HJ P (s, + ox/PsIk) (39)

where IIs, = P7Ag, P
When the number of nonzero elements in each row of P does
not exceed 1, i.e., the elements of the spreading matrix P satisfy

PP ,;=0 Vi #i (40)
the (4, j) element of Ils, becomes
M 2
S Pk |[HS =0 Vi) (41
=1
which holds for arbitrary |H§i) 1% ..., \Héiw) 2.

This way, ILs, becomes a diagonal matrix, and (39) is re-
duced to a one-tap frequency-domain precoder. Its complexity
is on the order of O(K), owing to K scalar divisions. We call
such an artificially constructed spreading sequence as a one-
tap spreading sequence. Since the performance of the relay
system with local CSI at every node depends on the spreading
sequence, in the sequel, we analyze the performance of the relay
system with the one-tap spreading sequence.

To derive the asymptotic SINR, we need to analyze the
eigenvalue of C¥ Ag, C. Since U is a unitary matrix and ITs,
is a diagonal matrix, C* A5 C = U"TIs U is an eigende-
composition, i.e., ILs, is the eigenvalue matrix of ct A, C.
Hence, the eigenvalues of cH Ag, C are

H(JLZUDJF‘H” L =1, K. (42

From (42), we can observe that the number of the nonzero
elements in each column of P, the indexes of these elements,
and the weighting coefficients can reflect how many and which
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subcarriers should be combined, as well as how to combine
them.

Based on Corollary 2, we know that when the fluctuation
of the channel power is reduced, the SINR will be improved.
Analogously, we can show that a less fluctuation of the diagonal
elements in Ils, leads to a higher SINR. To reduce the fluctu-

ation of ch), the optimal spreading matrix should be designed

in the following manner: Let Hgk) have a form to combine
maximal number of subcarriers with maximal spacing and with
equal gain weighting. When M is divisible by K, the optimal
form of Hg) can combine M /K subcarriers with an interval
of K subcarriers; then, H(]) K/M ZM/K ! |H‘(9:K+j)|2.ln

general cases, the optimal form of H(J ) becomes

, JE[I,M —KN]

nK+j)
N+1 Zn 0 ’H

ny =
S I ’H(”Kﬂ . je(M—KN,K]
(43)
where N = | M/K|.

When an equivalent channel is combined from L i.i.d. chan-
nel coefficients in Nakagami-m fading channels whose shape
parameter is m, the equivalent channel is subject to another
Nakagami-m distribution whose shape parameter is mL [18].
Consequently, from (36) and (43), it is not difficult to derive the

pdf of H‘(Sjk) as

— ml maq 1 _
frs, (z) = ar(ml)x exp(—myx)
m?’rl,g
1— 2__gpme-l — 44
+( )F(m2)x exp(—maz) (44)
where m; = m(N 4+ 1), ma = mN,and o« = M/K — N.

By substituting (44) into (13), we have

Net as, (@) = ap(z,my) + (1 — a)p(z,ms) (45)
where p(z, m) was defined in (37).
By substituting (45) into (22), the asymptotic SINR provided

by the one-tap spreading sequence can be derived as

— L—Onetap __ 1

MAC), *ap( 7 ,ml) (lfoz)p(f—i,mg) — 1. (46)

Applying lim,, o p(z,m) = 1/(x + 1) to (46), we can
obtain an upper bound of the SINR, which is
_ L—Onetap < PS

TMAC, = "5
R

(47)

By comparing with (35), we can see that the orthogonal
spreading sequence and the one-tap spreading sequence achieve
the same performance bound. However, the forthcoming nu-
merical results will show that the constructed spreading se-
quence is slightly inferior to the orthogonal spreading sequence.
However, as m increases, the performance gap will vanish.
This means that the one-tap spreading sequence achieves a
good tradeoff between complexity and performance because
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it significantly reduces the complexity but only suffers from
minor performance loss.

V. GLOBAL CHANNEL STATE INFORMATION VERSUS
LocAL CHANNEL STATE INFORMATION

Based on the aforementioned analytical results, we are able
to compare the performance of the relay system with global CSI
at the relay and that with local CSI at every node.

Considering that the asymptotic SINR of the system with
local CSI depends on the spreading sequences, we compare
the performance of the two systems when the random and
orthogonal spreading sequences are employed. Again, we take
the SINR in the MAC phase as an example. The results in the
BC phase are similar and thus are omitted.

A. Random Spreading Sequence

When the random spreading sequence is considered, by
comparing (16) with (34), we have

~L—Rand

TMAC, (43)

< Aiacy-
That is, the system with global CSI at the relay is spectrally
more efficient than that with local CSI at every node.

B. Orthogonal Spreading Sequence

When the orthogonal spreading sequence is used, it is diffi-
cult to compare the performance of the systems with different
CSI by simply comparing (16) and (28). Theorem 1 indicates
that we can compare the corresponding na s, instead. For the
relay system with global CSI at the relay, its n-transform of
an equivalent channel correlation matrix is 7 B Her (x), as
shown in (15). If we can find a channel whose channel cor-
relation matrix Ag, satisfies Nas, oo (x) = NEE Her (z),
the asymptotic SINR of the relay system with global CSI at
the relay is equal to that of the system with local CSI at every
node.

Therefore, we can indirectly compare the performance of the
two systems with different CSI by comparing na, () and
NAs, (2).

By substituting NAs, con (x) =1 — F(x, B)/45z into (25),
we have

G N (m 15+ ) )

F(z,B

Using variable substitution and some regular but tedious ma-
nipulations, we can derive that
(50)

Nas, (€)= q(2)

where ¢(x) 2 (Vaz +1-1)/(2x).
As a result, we can conclude that, in the relay system using

the orthogonal spreading sequence, if in a channel 7a g, (z) <
q(z), the system with local CSI at every node is superior to
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that with global CSI at the relay. Otherwise, the result is the
opposite.

Take the Nakagami-m fading channel as an example, where
Nas, (x) = p(z, m). We plot ¢(x) and compare it with p(z, m)
VYm > 1 in Fig. 2, which shows that p(z, m) < g(z) Ym > 1.
Therefore

A > Fiac,  Ym> 1L (51)

It indicates that, in Nakagami-m channels (m > 1), the
relay system with local CSI at every node is spectrally more
efficient than the system with global CSI at the relay, when the

orthogonal spreading sequence is employed.

C. Intuitive Interpretation

To understand why there is a performance difference between
the relay systems with different CSI, we investigate the orthog-
onality of the equivalent channels in different S—R links, which
is measured by correlation coefficients. A lower correlation
coefficient indicates more orthogonal equivalent channels.

It is interesting to see that even when the two systems
with different CSI using the same spreading sequence and
undergoing the same fading channel, the correlation coefficients
between the equivalent channels of different users in the two
systems are not identical.

For the system with global CSI at the relay, each source
employs its own spreading sequence for precoding, which does
not depend on the channel information. From the view of the
relay, the received signals from source S; and S experience
different channels, and their equivalent channels are Hg,c;
and H g, ¢, respectively. Both the spreading sequences and
channel responses are different. The correlation coefficient
between the equivalent channels from S; and Sy seen at the
relay is

|cf{ H f Hsg, c;, |

G
ik = : (52)
" Hs el - [ Hs, el

p

For the system with local CSI at every node, each source can
employ channel-dependent precoder while the relay receives
signals with different spreading sequences for different users.
Because source Sy only has its own channel information, it
implicitly assumes that other sources have the same channel
as itself when designing the Max-SLNR precoder, as shown in
(18). That is to say, from the view of source Sy, the equivalent
channels of S; and Sy are Hgs, c; and H g, ¢, respectively,
where only the spreading sequences are different. Therefore,
the correlation coefficient of the equivalent channels of §; and
Sy seen at the kth source becomes

‘clHchHgkck’
[Hs,cil - | Hs,cxll

pii, = (53)

By comparing (52) and (53), we can observe that the orthog-
onality of the equivalent channels seen at the relay depends on
the cross correlation of different spreading sequences weighted
by different channel power responses. By contrast, the orthog-
onality seen at each source relies on the cross correlation of
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Fig. 3. CDF of correlation coefficients in Nakagami-m fading channels.
different spreading sequences weighted by the same channel
power responses.

In Fig. 3, we present the cumulative distribution function
(cdf) of the correlation coefficients in Nakagami-m (m > 1)
fading channels. It is shown that the orthogonality of the equiv-
alent channels seen at the relay is almost the same for different
m, no matter if the spreading sequences are orthogonal or
random. This explains why the asymptotic SINR of the system
with global CSI at the relay is independent of the features
of fading channels and spreading sequences. By contrast, the
orthogonality of the equivalent channels seen at the source is
sensitive to the spreading sequences and the channels. When
the orthogonal spreading sequence is used, the orthogonality of
the equivalent channels seen at the source is always better than
that at the relay. However, when the random spreading sequence
is employed, the orthogonality of the equivalent channels at
the source becomes inferior to that at the relay. Moreover, in
Nakagami-m fading channels, when m increases, the equiva-
lent channels at the sources become more orthogonal, and their
correlation coefficient approaches to the maximum value when
m — 0.

Note that the performance of the linear transceiver largely
depends on the orthogonality of equivalent channels. As a
result, the system with local CSI at every node achieves higher
spectral efficiency than the system with global CSI at the relay
when the orthogonal spreading sequence is applied. However,
the system with global CSI at the relay will become superior
when the random spreading sequence is used.

VI. SIMULATION AND NUMERICAL RESULTS

Here, we validate previous analysis by comparing the asymp-
totic spectral efficiency with the average spectral efficiency
obtained through simulations with finite K and M. In the
simulation, we consider that the noise at the relay and desti-
nation has the same variance of 0% = 03 = o?. We consider
frequency-selective Rayleigh or Nakagami-m fading channels.
The transmit power is equally allocated to each symbol at

the source and the relay, i.e., Ps = Pr = P/2. The SNR per
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Fig. 4. Data rate per user of the AF relay system with global CSI at the relay
versus SNR.
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Fig. 5. Data rate per user of the AF relay system with local CSI at every node
versus SNR.

symbol is P/c?. In the legends, “Orth” means a system using
the orthogonal spreading sequence, “Rand” denotes a system
using the random spreading sequence, and “One-tap” stands
for the constructed spreading sequence that yields the low-
complexity transceiver.

We show the data rate per user versus SNR of the relay
system with global CSI at the relay in Fig. 4 (with legend
“Global CSI at R”) and that with local CSI at every node
(with legend “Local CSI at S/D”) in Fig. 5. We also compare
the numerical results obtained from the asymptotic analysis
(with legend “Theoretical Analysis”) and the simulation results
for a relay system transmitted over M = 32 subcarriers in
a fading channel with L = 8 resolvable paths (with legend
“Simulation”). In Fig. 4, the analytical result is numerically
obtained from (16), whereas in Fig. 5, the analytical results are
numerically obtained from (27), (28), and (46), respectively. In
the simulation, because L < M, the adjacent subcarriers are
correlated, but the correlation among the adjacent subcarriers
are not very strong in the considered setting.
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Fig. 6. Spectral efficiency comparison in Rayleigh fading channels with AF
relays.

It shows that the numerical results are close to the sim-
ulation results with finite numbers of users and subcarriers
for arbitrary SNR. This indicates that the asymptotic spectral
efficiency rapidly converges to the average spectral efficiency.
This also shows that the approximations used in the derivation
are accurate. Moreover, in the analysis, we assumed that the
channel coefficients among subcarriers are mutually indepen-
dent, but in the simulations, the channels between adjacent
subcarriers are correlated. It implies that the conclusions drawn
from the analytical analysis are also true for practical channels
without the assumption. This is because the performance of the
two systems with different CSI depends on the orthogonality
among the equivalent channels, which are weighted by the
spreading sequences. Different users employ different spread-
ing sequences, which will randomize the equivalent channels.
In Fig. 4, we see that when using the global CSI at the relay,
the data rate per user is almost the same, regardless of if the
spreading sequences are orthogonal or random. However, in
Fig. 5, it is clear that the performance varies with different
spreading sequences. Moreover, the orthogonal spreading se-
quence achieves the maximal spectral efficiency, whereas the
random spreading sequence achieves the minimal one. Their
performance gap increases with the asymptotic load factor. In
addition, the performance of the one-tap spreading sequence is
quite close to that of the orthogonal spreading sequence. This
validates our previous analytical analysis.

In Figs. 6 and 7, we show the numerical results of the
asymptotic spectral efficiency of the systems with AF and DF
relays, respectively. We investigate the spectral efficiency with
different CSI using different spreading sequences. With both
AF and DF relays, for arbitrary 3 and SNR, when the orthog-
onal spreading sequence is used, the system with local CSI at
every node is spectrally more efficient than that with global CSI
at the relay. When the random spreading sequence is employed,
the result is the opposite. To show the performance upper bound
of the relay systems, we also provide the performance of a
system with global CSI at all nodes and the relay (with legend
“Global CSI at S-R-D”). Under such a channel assumption, a
joint S-R-D transceiver optimization in [10] can be applied. As
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Fig. 8. Impact of fading channels on the spectral efficiency with AF relays.

expected, the jointly optimized transceiver with global CSI at
all nodes and the relay achieves the highest spectral efficiency.
This however comes at a cost of the complexity to iteratively
compute precoders and detectors and a cost of the overhead
to gather the global CSI for all nodes and the relay. In the
considered setting, the DF relay outperforms the AF relay.
When using the orthogonal spreading sequence, from the result
of SNR = 20 dB with AF relay, we can see that the maximal
spectral efficiency of the system with local CSI at every node
is 1.48 bit/s/Hz (at 8 = 0.95), whereas that with global CSI
at the relay is 1.14 bit/s/Hz (at § = 0.8). Compared with the
system with global CSI at the relay, the system with local
CSI at every node can improve 30% of the spectral efficiency
when the load factor increases by 20%. Moreover, as we have
discussed, acquiring the local CSI at every node needs much
less training overhead than acquiring the global CSI at the relay.
This suggests that if we consider the net throughput excluding
the overhead for channel acquisition, the relay system with
local CSI and the orthogonal spreading sequence is highly
desirable.
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To illustrate the impact of channel statistics on the per-
formance, in Fig. 8, we compare the numerical results of
the asymptotic spectral efficiency of the relay systems in
Nakagami-m fading channels with different m. The perfor-
mance in the AWGN channel is also shown as a reference.
When m increases, the performance of the system with global
CSI at the relay almost does not change, whereas that with
local CSI at every node becomes better. When considering the
orthogonal spreading sequence, the spectral efficiency provided
by the system with local CSI approaches that in the AWGN
channel. When employing the random spreading sequence, the
spectral efficiency provided by the system with local CSI at
every node goes to that with global CSI at the relay.

All these results agree with our analytical analysis very well.

VII. CONCLUSION

In this paper, we have analyzed the spectral efficiency of
MC-CDMA two-hop relay systems with different CSI: In one
system, only the relay has global CSI, and in the other system,
only each source and each destination node have local CSI. It
is shown from both analytical and simulation results that the
spectral efficiency of the system with global CSI at the relay is
immune to the features of the spreading sequences and fading
channel statistics. By contrast, the spectral efficiency of the
system with local CSI at every node depends on these factors.
In Nakagami-m fading channels, compared with the system
with global CSI, the system with local CSI is spectrally more
efficient when the spreading sequence is orthogonal but is less
efficient when the spreading sequence is random. When the
one-tap spreading sequence is applied, the system with local
CSI at every node can significantly reduce the transceiver com-
plexity of the source and destination nodes yet only suffers from
minor performance loss. If we are accounting for the training
overhead to facilitate channel estimation, the net throughput of
the relay system with local CSI at every node will be much
higher than that of the relay system with global CSI at the relay
when the spreading sequence is properly designed.

APPENDIX A
DERIVATION OF 91, /O(Ps/0%)

Lety = '_yf,[ Ac,, and z = Ps / 0722; (29) can be rewritten as

B ( B >
14+ —+ =0. 54
5 y+1 s\ Gy (>4
Apply the implicit differentiation to (54); we have
(+ D20 e gy 31 [y + 1) 0a
(55)

where z = Sz /(¢y + 1), and n’ASk (2) = Onas, (2)/0z is the
first-order derivative of a5, ().
Then, (55) can further be rewritten as

Ay 1 Mas, ()0 1ag (2)
or \(y+1)2  (ey+1)? )  oy+1

(56)
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ie.,

dy  Nag, ()ey+1) 7

v Cor — s, ()6

From (13), we obtain
’ 37IA5 (Z) ths (t)
— 12s [ 2SR <.

as, (2) P /(1 +t2)2dt <0 (58)

Since the values of ¢, y, and _”/Ask (z) are always positive
for < 1, it is not difficult to show that dy/0x > 0, i.e.,
OMiac, /0(Ps/o%) >0V < 1.

APPENDIX B
PROOF OF THEOREM 1

Suppose that if na , () > na,(2), ’yf{ > "yé
When na, (z) > nay(z),ie, 1 =na,(z) <1 —na(z),
we have

o (BB Ny (BB
2oz ork+1) = T\ gk 1)
(59

When 44 > 45, we have 1/(¢75+1) <1/(¢75 +1).
From (58), it is easy to show that 9(1 — na,(z))/0z > 0, i.e.,
1 — na, () is an increasing function of z. Hence, we obtain

= Bs_ B <1-y Fs B
Ael\oZ gk +1) = Ae\oZ g7k +1)°
(

From (59) and (60), we have

Ps B
- SR |
1aa (a% E T 1) =

60)

an (B2
P\ordip+1)
(61
By substituting (61) into (29), the following inequality holds:

7k gl
Yi+1 T Ap+l

(62)

Then, we show that ¥4 < 7%, which contradicts the assump-
tion. Thus, the theorem is true.

APPENDIX C
PROOF OF COROLLARY 1

By substituting 7as, = 1/(1 + z) into (27) and using some
regular but tedious manipulations, we can show that the upper

bound of f‘yf/[;%ind is the solution of

2> — ((1—pB)Ps/ok — 1)z — Ps/og =0.  (63)

Omitting one negative solution, the closed-form expression

of the upper bound of f‘yI\LA;%ind is

a::;((1—6)z—1+\/((1—5)2’—1)24-42')

:zf%((1+ﬂ)z+1f\/(176)2227(1+ﬁ)+1>
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%O+ + VB2 + 1+ (1= V/B)%)
+(1++/p)? )( l—\/B)2z>

¢L%1+J7Z—¢L+l— VB)? f
(64)

where z = Ps/o%.
Therefore, (34) is the upper bound of WDL/[ A%a“d.
Similarly, substituting the n-transform into (28), we can show
that the upper bound of 4 ﬂyM O”h is the solution of

(1=p)z* = ((1 = P)Ps/og — 1) & — Ps/og =0. (65
Again, omitting the negative solution, we obtain
(1= B)z = 1+ /((1 = B)z = 1)* +42(1 - B)
o 2(1-p)
:(1—6)2—1+(1—B)z+1: 66)

2(1-p)
~L— Orth.

Hence, (35) is the upper bound of Yy ¢,
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